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Medicine, University of Padova, School of Medicine, Italy (joint project with Ulm University); 2010-2014 
Director, Specialization School in Infectious Diseases, University of Padova, School of Medicine, Italy. 

COMMISSIONS OF TRUST WITH CURRENT  INVOLVEMENT: 2015-2018, Ministry of Health, 
Commission of Biotechnology, President; 2011-2018, Scientific Advisory Board, Institute of Human 
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Group, USA 2014-present); Viruses (CH, 2017-present).  

MEMBERSHIPS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES: 2014-present, Invited member EASAC (European 
Academies Science Advisory Council); 2013-2019, President, European Society for Virology, Germany; 
2010-2019, Corresponding member of GFV-Gesellschaft für Virologie (German Society for Virology); 2001-
present, Founding member, Italian Society for Virology; 2001-2012, 2016-2019, President; 2001-2004 
Cochair, American Society of Gene Therapy, USA (Cancer gene therapy). 

RESEARCH INTERESTS AND AWARDS: Antimicrobial and antiviral therapy and resistance; Anticancer 
therapy; Molecular, Applied (Biotechnology) and Clinical Virology and Microbiology; Development of 
molecular and cellular therapies; design of viral and non-viral vectors for gene transfer, somatic gene 
therapy and vaccinology for neoplastic, infectious and genetic diseases. Author of over 600 publications in 
Peer-review journals and of 35 book chapters. Awards: 1995 Third European Award on Gene Therapy 
(European Society of Gene Therapy); 1995 Clemson University distinct scholar award (for the search of 
new antivirals); 1997 Gene Therapy Award for the first clinical trial of gene therapy of glioblastoma with 
two genes in combination (Italian Society of Neurosurgery); 2005 International Prize in Medicine Bruno da 
Longobucco (University of Calabria, Italy); 2014 Excellence in Virology Award - Italian Society for Virology; 
2017 Nomination as Fellow of the European Society of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases 
(FESCMID) for “outstanding scientific contribution”; 2018 Italian Prize Golden Wings for culture merits; 
2018 QS World University Rankings (Brescia); 2019 Young Minds at Work, PhD School in Biomedicine,  
Prize for pioneering enterprise in Virology (Desenzano, Lake Garda); 2019 Leonardo Prize (Gerace); 2019 
International Prize Fondazione “Guido Lenghi e Flaviano Magrassi” (Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei, Roma); 
Member of the Olympic Academy (Accademia Olimpica) Class Sciences and technology (2019). 

Keynote lecturer and invited speaker at many International Congresses and prestigious Research and 
Educational Institutions: among others, Harvard; Yale; UCL; ICL; ICRF; UCSD; UCLA; Mayo; Columbia; 
Stanford; The Royal Society, London; National Academy of Sciences, Washington; The Royal Netherlands 
Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW); The European Academies' Science Advisory Council (EASAC), the 
Slovenian Academy of Sciences; The Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts. Organizer of more than 30 
International Congresses in the last 10 years. 

Holder of national and international patents for diagnostic procedures, viral and non-viral vectors for 
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